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Rehn, Bildt Condemn Turkish Prosecutor’s Actions 
 
BRUSSELS (March 15, 2008) —EU Commissioner for Enlargement Ollie Rehn and Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt used a Brussels Forum stage to condemn the actions of a Turkish prosecutor to ban Turkey’s ruling AK Party from government.
“We respect the separation of powers. The executive shouldn't meddle in the courts' work and the legal system shouldn't meddle with democratic politics,” Rehn said. “I hope this incident does not consume much political energy and that it does not delay or distract attention from EU reforms ... I trust that the government will focus on these reforms.”

Bildt, speaking at a Brussels Forum press conference, said the AK Party is “solidly democratic.”
“We all have in our respective countries prosecutors that use somewhat bizarre elements of our respective legal frameworks,” Bildt said. “But this takes the concept of bizarre application of laws to astronomical heights….AK Party is a solidly democratic party that is pursuing a solidly European reform agenda, and that should be respected. We know there are those who are trying to break things down or who have extremely exaggerated, extremely inflated fears for the future of the secular character of Turkish society. We don't see those fears. We don't see the reasons for it, and they are evidently prepared to use even the most bizarre  instruments. Because it is bizarre in the extreme.”

***

Brussels Forum is an annual high-level meeting of the most influential political, corporate, and intellectual leaders worldwide to address pressing challenges facing both sides of the Atlantic.  Participants include heads of state, senior officials from the European Union institutions and member states, U.S. Cabinet officials, Congressional representatives, Parliamentarians, think tank leaders, academics, corporate executives, and media.
 
Brussels Forum is organized by the German Marshall Fund of the United States (GMF), the Federal Authorities of Belgium & the Egmont Institute, Daimler, and the Bertelsmann Stiftung. Additional sponsors include Fortis, the Ministry of Defence Republic of Latvia, and The Tipping Point Foundation.
PAGE  
1
[image: image2.png].be

BELGIUM



[image: image3.png]| BertelsmannStiftung



[image: image4.png]s resvaLIAS

AZSARDZIBAS MINSTRUA

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
REPUBLIG OF LATVA



[image: image5.png]The German Marshall Fund
G M F of the United States

STRENGTHENING TRANSATIANTIC COOPERATION




[image: image6.jpg]EGMONT



[image: image7.jpg]DAIMLER



[image: image8.wmf][image: image9.png]the tipping point foundation






