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NATO Secretary General Calls for New Strategic Concept
~ De Hoop Scheffer: ‘NATO cannot do without Russia, and Russia cannot do without NATO’ ~
BRUSSELS (March 15, 2008) — Ahead of the official NATO Summit and the Bucharest Conference at the beginning of April, NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer today called for a rethinking of NATO’s Strategic Concept framework—last changed in 1999—in time for the 2009 Summit.  

“When it comes to proliferation, energy security, the consequences of climate change, or failing states, we need to anticipate these dangers and do more preventatively to mitigate their effects,” de Hoop Scheffer said, laying out his reasons for a new “Atlantic Charter.” “This can only be achieved through more and better transatlantic dialogue.”
In a keynote address at Brussels Forum, de Hoop Scheffer went on to call for NATO engagement with Russia. Strained by U.S. aspirations to set up an anti-missile defense system in Poland and the Czech Republic, de Hoop Scheffer hopes that the NATO Summit in Bucharest will renew the Russian relationship.

“There’s only one key word I see in this relationship, and that’s engagement with a capital ‘E,’” de Hoop Scheffer said.  “It is my strong conviction that this is a very important relationship. I would even go one step further. I think that NATO cannot do without Russia, and Russia cannot do without NATO.”
Along with Russia, de Hoop Scheffer hoped that the NATO Summit would send a strong signal to countries like Serbia that their long-term future lies within the Euroatlantic community and its structures, and not within the country’s own nationalism.

Following the secretary general’s address, a group of panelists debating future enlargement agreed that the time had come for future talks with Russia. Mircea Dan Geoană, president of the foreign affairs committee for the Romanian Senate and Ambassador Marc Grossman reiterated de Hoop Scheffer’s call for engagement.
 “NATO will enlarge as NATO decides to enlarge, but I think surely there is a way to enlarge the conversation with Russia so that this isn’t the only thing that people are talking about, and both Russians and Americans and our transatlantic allies see it in a larger context,” Grossman said.
Geoană said that he was worried about the capacity of the small states in the Balkans to accede into the EU, more so than their accession into NATO, emphasizing that the large demands placed on nations to transform their societies for accession would be difficult.
“If Afghanistan is the litmus test for the future of the credibility of NATO,” Geoană said, “the Balkan integration of all countries and all nations in the Balkans into the EU is the litmus for Europe, and here I think we will have a big problem on our hands.”
The second day of Brussels Forum ended with a panel on the global economy in which European Commission Vice President Günter Verheugen, Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu CEO James Quigley, and U.S. Security and Exchange Commissioner Paul Atkins, among others, debated how globalization makes it difficult to identify the economic players and rules in the 21st century.
***

Brussels Forum is an annual high-level meeting of the most influential political, corporate, and intellectual leaders worldwide to address pressing challenges facing both sides of the Atlantic.  Participants include heads of state, senior officials from the European Union institutions and member states, U.S. Cabinet officials, Congressional representatives, Parliamentarians, think tank leaders, academics, corporate executives, and media.
  
Brussels Forum is organized by the German Marshall Fund of the United States (GMF), the Federal Authorities of Belgium & the Egmont Institute, Daimler, and the Bertelsmann Stiftung. Additional sponsors include Fortis, the Ministry of Defence Republic of Latvia, and The Tipping Point Foundation.
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