
How Copenhagen became 

a cycling city

Niels Jensen

Planner 

City of Copenhagen

Historic development 

Infrastructure

Policies and assessment

Cycling mainstreamed

Whip, carrots and tambourines



Niels Jensen

USA autumn 2009

City of Copenhagen 0.5 mill inhabitants Greater Copenhagen area 1.7 mill 
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First cycletrack

Cobblestones

No cars

é but horses

Around 1900
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1905 ï1955

1912, already 50 kms cycletracks 

Streets dominated by trams and 

bicycles

Very few cars
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1955 - 1975

Growing number of cars

Shortening of cycletracks at 

intersections

Number of cyclists on its lowest 

ebb in 1972
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ǒDemonstrations raised

public awareness

ǒInfluenced politicians

ǒé and later engineers

and planners

Around 1980 - Cyclist demonstrations
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1980 - 2005

1980: 240 kms cycletracks

Very first cycle track plan in 1981

First Bicycle Account in 1995

Green Cycle route plan 2000

Cycle policy 2002 with quantitative 

goals

Cycling policy driven by civil 

servants

Focus on intersections
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2005 - 2009

2005: 330 kms cycletracks

2005 Politicians running election 

campaigns on cycling issues 

3 cycle packages (mainly infrastructure)

Green waves for cyclists

Eco Metropole - 3 cycling goals for 2015. 

Policy driven by politicians

Capacity problems on Nørrebrogade with 

33.000 cyclists a day and 2 m wide cycle 

tracks.Tracks will be widened to 4 m.
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Cycling - ñSßsnittetò - morning peak
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City of Copenhagen

Cycle tracks

Intersections

Green cycle routes

Cycling infrastructure
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Built during 100 years

The tracks are separated from cars 

and pedestrians by kerbs

Standard width 2.5 m.

Both sides of the street

Cycle tracks
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Linking of cycle tracks to form 

network

Cycletracks along all major 

roads

Prioritizing of tracks based on 

accidents and number of 

cyclists

Tracks down to 2.0-2.2 m wide, 

recently 2.5 m

Problematic sections includes 

new solutions

Cycle track priority plan principles
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338 kms of cycle tracks 

+ 50 kms planned

18 kms of cycle lanes

Cycle track priority plan
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Intersections

Narrow cyclelane at intersections

Withdrawn stoplines for cars

Blue cycle crossings

Pregreen for cyclists
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bryggebroenGreen cycle routes
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Green cycle route plan

40 kms of green cycle routes                                           

+ 70 kms planned


